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Is Art For? Bey ona g Bar: 
transformation of our existence; dai behind the walls who 

- make the art, and those of us outside of the walls who view 

it. We have infinite capacity for change. ” A heartfelt thanks — 

` to Holbrook for his concept and vision, to Olivia Teter, 

Holbrook’s daughter, for pushing the project to completion ` 
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WHAT IS ART FOR? 


What is art for? What are museums for? Intriguing ques- 
tions for which there are no easy answers. The exhibition, What 
Is Art For?, currently at the Oakland Museum, poses multi- 
layered answers to these questions and informs the role of art 
in society & the role of the museum. Curated by. William T. 


Wiley & Mary Hull Webster, these two artists, and 100 other - 


artists exhibit their work, intentionally challenging “ac- 
cepted” concepts. The subject is well worth discussing, the 
show well worth seeing. 


A critical part of this show is Beyond Bars, proposed by the 
late Holbrook Teter (activist, artist and member of California 
Prison Focus) and organized by Prison Arts Collective (a 
project of Prison Focus). The collective organized a wall to 
wall, floor to ceiling installation of art by prisoners. A corner 
room of the Great Hall is transformed, including a timeline, 
ceramics, drawings, writings, collage, woodblock prints, 
paintings, a mural, a video, portfolios with more submis- 
sions. Take the time and see this installation/room. 


Richard Kamler, an artist, teacher and member of Prison 
Arts Collective, illuminates: “...Prisoners make art for many 
reasons; some of them we can guess at, others are over- 
whelmingly complex. But what this art making is really 
about is transformation. .. The title of Li exhibition i is What 
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and the Prison Arts Collective for their hard work and energy 
making the show a reality. 


< 


Oakland Museum, 10th & Oak Streets, Wed-Sat 10am- 
5pm, Fri 10am-9pm, Sun 12-5pm March 6 - July 25, 1999 
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Beyond Bars exhibit. 


Several political prisoners and Puerto Rican prisoners of 
war (including five of the women at FCI Dublin) contributed 
their work. Following are two artist statements. 


Dylcia Pagan, incarcerated for the past 18 1/2 years: “My 
art is an expression of freedom. It is my means of communi- 
cating with my spiritual inner self. It reflects the essence of 
my being. I work with traditional Puerto Rican, Taino Indian 
symbols with the creative force of my Puerto Rican essence. 


All of my pieces are functional because they are to be used 
so that the expressions that they emit become tools of 
enlightenment and tools of education. 


ala art iS pai ote our Ue. age kio je 
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pomm more info contact: moen 98, 548 20th ice 
Oakland, CA www.weo.com/~boricua/POWS/dylcia.htm 
www.prisonactivist.org/pps+pows/dylcia-pagan.html 
Dylcia # 88971-024, FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street Camp 
Parks, Dublin CA 94568 


| 
FREE RADICAL LITERATURE to prisoners: anar- | 
chism, class war, Black liberation, anti-sexism, anti- | 
| ‘racism, the prison movement and more. Write to | 
Raze the Walls, 2351 College Station Road, apt.523, 
Athens, GA 30605 or austro iopir PO Box 1721, | 
[. (ee MD 21203 d 
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WOMEN IN BLACK 





Marilyn Buck: “When I was a young radical, I envied artists 
who had the abilities to stir revolutionary visions of hope and 


_ justice. Liberation art! I was no artist, only a militant of great 


conviction. 

While underground as an anti-imperialist militant in soli- 
darity with national liberation struggles, in particular the 
New Afrikan Independence movement, I had the space to 
advance my photographic skills. I began to see with a more 
imaginative eye. Through the single lens of the camera, | 
expanded and telescoped the angles of my mind. 


In prison, now for nearly 18 years, imagination has been a 
life raft, a spiritual enlightenment and the substance that 
both encourages and demands human liberation and self- 
determination. The repression and control over a prisoner’s 
life is harsh and cruel. Imagination and creativity have led 
me into a new, clandestine, and still subversive world. No 
photography, but there is always the word. That cannot be 
taken away. And there is the earth. The clay that calls my 
hands. Challenges me to be sensual and to create vision, . 
hope, liberation. To scream defiance and vibrance. 


[tis with our hands that we as human beings build, destroy, 
recreate Bue wora FSS save BEES IEEE US use AL poue 
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Two ceramic pieces by Dylcia Pagan (left), 
Ceramic by Marilyn Buck (right). 


Women in Black is an international movement Lof v women for human rights. All over the world- from Argentina to Israel, Bosnia and 
here in the US- women have come together to stand as witnesses against injustice and to demand human rights. We now add our voices 
to this movenrent and initiate a monthly witnessing, demanding health care as a human right for women in California State prisons. | 


The California Department of Corrections has ‘disappeared’ these women, made them invisible behind prison walls, and then subjected 
them to many human rights abuses, includin g the denial of basic medical care. Women with cancer have gone untreated for years, women 
with HIV wait 45 days to see a doctor, women in the Security Housing Units endure constant verbal and physical harassment in their 
isolated cells, and many women suffer sexual abuse at the hands of prison staff. We, community and families, ask eu to join us to stand 
witness for these women and demand health care as a human right! 


Third Friday of every month, Poweil St. BART station (Powell and Market St.), downtown San Francisco. 4:30 PM- 5:30 PM. 
The first demo was 4/15. There will others, 5/21, 6/18 and 7/16. 


Bring a photo of your loved one in prison, bring banners and signs, wear black. 


For information call: California Coalition for Women Prisoners: (415) 255-7036 ext. 4, 100 McAllister St., San Francisco, CA 
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THE INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S NETWORK 


3/8/99. We the members of the Indigenous Women’s Network address our comments to the world. On Feb. 25, we received 
word that our sister Ingrid Washinawatok, the co-chair of Indigenous Women’s Network and Lahe’ena’e Gay and Terence 
Freitas, two other members of a humanitarian delegation to the U’wa people of Columbia were kidnapped by hooded men 
in civilian clothing from the car they were driving. On March 5, the U.S. embassy contacted the families to inform them that 
the bodies had been found 30 yards inside the Venezuela border. 


The three had been invited by the U'wa people to join in prayer and solidarity; and in assisting the tribe to establish a cultural 
education system for their children and to support the continuation of the U'wa traditional way of life. The U' wa live in NE 
Columbia’s Arauca province where US multinationals, Occidental and Shell oil had been exploring in the SAMORE 


BLOCK , an ancestral homeland of the U’ wa people. It is estimated that these oil fields hold less than 1.5 billion barrels witch 


is less than a 3 month supply for the U.S. The U’wa people has threatened to commit mass suicide if these oil companies 
are successful in their exploitation of the ancestors. 


The Indigenous Women’s Network joins with the Menominee Nation in calling for a full prosecution of those responsible, 
and full investigation into the action of the U.S. State Department. We believe that the state department destabilized ongoing 
regional negotiations and ultimately cost our sisters and brother their lives in an attempt to gain financial support for U.S. 
policies in Columbia. 

We attribute this assertion to the fact that during the negotiations for the release of the three humanitarian workers, the 
U.S. State Dept. released approximately $230 million in military support for an alleged antidrug war in Columbia. The 
Columbian government apparently then attacked and killed 70 members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia 
(FARC).The U.S. and Columbian governments were extremely quick to lay blame on the left wing guerrilla forces of FARC. 
This situation in not one where blame can be established through words of government officials without investigation. It 
is a much more complex crime. 


The reality is that Indigenous community and U.S. State Dept had both been involved in some negotiations for the release 


of the humanitarian workers. Apesanahkwat, Chair of the Menominee Nation was actively attempting to negotiate release: 


of the hostages as soon as he learned of the kidnapping....” I sent a direct communique to the leadership of FARC two days 
after she was captured......the FARC leadership had sent a response by e-mail the morning of the deaths 
They sent greetings to us as a rela- 
optimistic about seeking her release.” 
sent money for arms four or five days 
arms might be used against the rebels | 


ation 1s always known to be a possibil- 
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_ tive Indigenous group, and said they were 
__ Apesanahkwat also noted that the US gov’t 
after the kidnapping, knowing that those 
who might be holding the hostages. Retali- 
i b in 1 times o s such Jak C 


We, the Indigenous Women’s Net- 
calling for a congressional committee 
in Columbia, with regards to this inci- 
Ingrid, that her death not be used to 
Department; but that instead, it be 
_- the Indian wars. It is a crime against 
daughters’ and sons' moccasins no 
crime against the sane, the Indig- 
the world. This crime was committed. by the insane, the greedy, the corrupt and 
those that will ignore the exploitative trade agreements which allow and accept these practices as business as usual; all in 
the name of protecting “National Interests”, and subsequently the interests of multinational corporations. We believe the 
responsibility for these deaths rests with all of these parties. - 


work join with the Menonence Nation in 
inquiry into the State Department actions 
dent. We also request, on behalf of our sister 
forward political ends of the U.S. State 


humanity. Against the mothers whose 
longer walk on our Mother Earth. It is a 








Ingrid and her companions viewed the situation of the U’wa people as a part of the global struggle for Indigenous self 
determination as well as the preservation of the natural environment. The deaths of our three companeros must be understood 
as having a direct relationship to the many thousands of deaths of those who seek human justice not only in Columbia but 
throughout the world. The IndigenousWomen’s Network and others will do our utmost to see that justice is done and we 
will continue Ingrid’s fight in support of the U’ wa people and all who work for social justice. 


As women, we are the Mothers of our Nations. We share the responsibility of being life-givers, nurturers and sustainers 
of life ...as Mother Earth is a life giver. The Indigenous Women’s Network is committedstomurturing our children and 
planting seeds of truth for generations to come. We do not want-to_repeat_past miSfakes. We will continue our work to 
eliminate the oppression of colonization, and to end the Indian wars. 


The Indigenous Women’s Network demands that the parties responsible for the abduction and execution of Ingrid 
Washinawatok, Terence Freitas, and Lahe’ena’e Gay be brought to justice. We also demand that financial support to 
the Columbian miliary be withdrawn until the true facts surrounding these deaths are revealed. 


_ IN THE SPIRIT OF MOTHER EARTH 


this statement was‘originally edited by News “ From Indian Country’ INDIAN TIMES and we had to edit some more for 
our space considerations .... OOC wood like to express our sorrow at the loss of the three cultural and humanitarian workers, 
and we wood like to add our support in calling for a full congressional committee inquiry into the u.s.state dept and other 
well know world criminals such as occidental and shell oil who have been involved in numerous conspiracies to murder for 
profit all over this planet for most of this century. 


recognized as a crime.....a continuation of- 


enous Peoples and all peaceful citizens of | 


Prison Writings 


Selected excerpts from Prison Writings: My Life is My Sun 
Dance, by Leonard Peltier, edited by Harvey Arden, Copy- 
right 1998, published by St. Martian’s Press in Spring 99. 
For more info about the book (e-mail) JTRoad@ aol.com or 
call your local independent bookstore. 





THE TIME HAS COME for me to set forth in words my 
personal testament — not because I’m planning to die, but 
because I’m planning to live. . 


This is the twenty-third year of my imprisonment for a 
crime I didn’t commit. I’m now fifty-four years old. IT’ ve been 
in here since I was thirty-one. I’ ve been told I have to live out 
two life-time sentences plus seven years before I get out of 
prison in the year 2041. By then I'll be ninety-seven. I don’ t 
think PI make it. 


My life is an extended agony. I feel like F ve lived a hundred 
life-times in prison already. But I’m prepared to live thou- 
sands more on behalf of my people. If my imprisonment does 
nothing more than educate an unknowing and uncaring 
public about the terrible conditions Indian people continue to, 
endure, then my suffering has had — and continues to have 
— a purpose. My people’s struggle to survive inspires my 
own struggle to survive. Each of us must be a survivor. 


I HAVE NO APOLOGIES, ONLY SORROW. I can’t 
apologize for what I haven’t done. But I can grieve, and I do. 
Every day, every hour, I grieve for those who died at the 
Oglala firefight in 1975 and for their families — for the 
families of FBI agents Jack Coler and Ronald Williams and, 
yes, for the family of Joe Killright Stuntz — a 21- pS o 


== pravé-hearted Indian whose death from a bullévat Opla = 
same day, like the deaths of hundreds of other Indians at Pine 





Ridge at that terrible time, has never been investigated. My 
heart aches in remembering the suffering and fear under 
which so many of my people were forced to live at that time, 
the very suffering and fear that brought me and the others to 
Oglala that day — to defend the defenseless. 


And I'm filled with an aching sorrow, too, for the loss tomy 
own family because, in a very real way, I also died that day. 
I died to my family, to my children, to my grandchildren, to 
myself. I’ve lived out my own death for Bead a quarter of a 
century now.. 


I know who and what I am. L am an Indian — an Indian who 
dared to stand up to defend his people. I am an innocent man 
who never murdered anyone nor ever wanted to. And, yes, I 
am a Sun Dancer. That, too, is my identity. If I am to suffer 
as a symbol of my people, then I suffer proudly. I will never 
yield.. 


Our dead keep coming at us, along, long line of dead, ever- 


- growing, never-ending. To list all their names would be 


impossible, for the great majority died unknown, unac- 
knowledged. Yes, the roll call of our Indian dead needs to be 
cried out, to be shouted from every hilltop in order to shatter 
the terrible silence ae tries to erase the fact that we ever 
existed. | 


PEOPLE OFTEN ASK ME what my position is, or was, in 


- AIM—the American Indian Movement. That requires an 


explanation. AIM is not an organization. AIM, as its name 


clearly says, is a movement. There are no followers in AIM. 


We are all leaders. We are each an army of one, working for 
the survival of our people and of the Earth, our Mother. This 
isn’t rhetoric. This is commitment. This is who we are. 


Yes, we can each be an army of one. One good man or one 
cont'd at top of next page — 
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good woman can change the world, can push back the evil, 
and their work can be a beacon for millions, for billions. Are 
you that man or woman? If so, may the Great Spirit bless you. 
If not, why not? We must each of us be that person. That will 
transform the world overnight. That would be a miracle, yes, 
but ace within our power, our healing power. 


My appeals GPE former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey 


_ Clark, submitted in November 1993 a formal application for 


executive clemency from President Clinton, meaning not a 
pardon but a Presidential order giving me simple release 
from prison for “time served.” This, apparently, is my best 
hope for freedom. The request was turned over for review to 
the Department of Justice, which must RELIRA a Ca 





Nearly five imprisoned years later, I still await tħat recom- 
mendation. I pray hard it will come soon. I pray an eagle will 
fly off the flagstaff in the President’s Oval Office and at last 
deliver that long-delayed recommendation from the Attor- 
ney General’s desk to the President’s desk. And while the 


_ President sits there considering this innocent Indian man’s 


appeal for clemency, I pray that that eagle will stand there on 
his desk, stare into his eyes, and join its cry to the cry of the 
millions of people around the world who have written to the 
President, appealing for my release. With all my heart I 
personally appeal to wy for his consideration and for his 
compassion. 


Iam an Indian man. My only desire is to live like one. 


In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, 
LEONARD PELTIER 
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RELEASE SILVIA! 


COMMITTEE TO RETURN SILVIA BARALDINI TO ITALY 
PO Box 02-1140, Brooklyn, NY 11202 3543 18” Street #30, San Francisco, CA 94110 
campaign@justice-for-silvia.org www.justice-for-silvia.org 




















Silvia Baraldini is an Italian national who has been imprisoned in the U.S. since 1982 
She was convicted on three charges: 
e planning a robbery that never took place 
e aiding in the 1979 jail escape of Black revolutionary Assata —_ 
e failing to testify in front of a Grand Jury 
Silvia was never accused nor convicted of aiding and/or participating in any aci 
-which resulted in injury to anyone 
Her sentence, imposed in 1984, is 43 years, 

a prison term higher than the national average for rapists and murderers. 
An excessive sentence which clearly reflects the attempt to punish Silvia 
for her political beliefs and for her work in support 
ofthe Black and Puerto Rican liberation movements in the 1960s and 70s. 

-November PS marka Silvia’ S 16" consecutive zaro Le incarceration. 
o soe iiaii m sensory as side ins scala in an 
-~ experimental underground High Security Unit in Lexington, Kentucky 
e contracted uterine cancer and had two major operations and radiation therapy 


In June 1998, following intense international pressure, Silvia's case was presented fo 
the committee on Penal Affairs at the European Parliament in Strasbourg (France). 


The representatives of all the member nations 
(Great Britain, Sweden, Germany, Belgium, France, Turkey, and Italy) 
released a statement demanding that the U.S. Justice Department 
return Silvia to Italy under the provisions of the Strasbourg Convention. 
In the wake of this unprecedented event the Italian government has formally 
‘requested, for the 6" time, that Silvia be transferred to Italy . 
under the auspices of the Strasbourg Convention. 5 
On March 5, 1999, President Clinton and Italian Prime Minister D'Alema met in 
Washington, DC. 
During Prime Mia D'Alema's visit , according to Italian press, the two leaders agreed 
to arrange a formal meeting between the US Attorney General, Janet Reno and her Italian 
counterpart Oliviero Diliberto to discuss Silvia's repatriation to Italy. We do not know 
when the meeting will take place. We believe this is.a-critical-time and.our renewed 
_ efforts of support are extremely important. 












We need to keep the pressure on! Visit our web site: www.justice-for-silvia.org 
| | and send an instant email. 
Send a fax urging the repatriation of Silvia to Italy: 
- President Bill Clinton: Fax 202-456-2461 
Presidente D'Alena: Fax 06-6783838 ee 
Sc Se) SE AR oT SITES SS TAR AE ST ea RI ES a ORG US ERD GRE MERE A 
The Bureau Of Prisons (BOP) is still refusing to send 
Leonard to the Mayo Clinic.We ask that everyone 


The LPDC will be Sponsoring the Leonard Peltier Organizing Conference on June 25, 26, and 27 at Haskell Indian express their outrage to the BOP. Please send as many 


-= Nations University in Lawrence, Kansas. The goal of the conference is to build a more effective support group 
network. Call, write, fax, or email the LPDC to get a registration form. LEONARD PELTIER DEFENSE COMMITTEE, 
PO Box 583 - Lawrence, KS 66044 - 785-842-5774 FAX 785-842-5796, Ipdc@idir.net 


messages as possible to Ms. Kathleen Hawk Sawyer, 
Director, Bureau Of Prisons, 320 First St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20534, fax: 202-514-6878, phone:202- 
307-3198, e-mail, khawk @bop. soe 

swolfson @bop.gov. 
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Palestinian Women in Prison 


On 7 March, Sahar Francis, the lawyer of Addameer 
association met female Palestinian prisoner Mouna Qa’ dan 
who has been on hunger strike for 22 days in Jalameh 
interrogation center. Mouna was arrested at a Israeli military 
checkpoint in the Jenin area on 15 February as she was going 
to hér work in the city of Jenin where she runs a nursery 
school called Paraem An-Nur. 


Mouna has been subject to harsh interrogation methods 


including continuous position abuse (shabeh). She was placed — 


in shabeh from Sunday to Thursday during which she had 


four hours rest daily. Mouna reported that she had been. 


pressured to confess to acts she did not commit and has been 
held in sony confinement since her arrest. 


Another lawyer of Addameer association visited Al-Ramleh 
prison on 7 March. He met three female prisoners: Suna al- 
Ra’ie, Sua’ad Ghazal and Abeer al Sannawee. They are 
living in harsh conditions and the prison administration 
confiscated some of their belongings. Recreation time was 
reduced to 2 hours, and mail is restricted. Family visitors who 


-arrive in the early morning are delayed until the afternoons 


before they can visit. 


The prisoners have appealed to the prison administration 
to move them from the criminal section of the prison to a 
political one and to allow them to call their families, espe- 
cially those who are not allowed to visit. The prison admin- 
istration has rejected all of their demands 


For more info: ADDAMEERR - Prisoners’ Support and 
Human Rights Association, Jerusalem, PO Box: 17338, 
Ramallah, West Bank. email:addameer@planet.edu, 
www.addameer.org/ 





Stop cell extractions 


A two-part news series on Channel 7 exposed the use of 
cell extractions against HIV+ and other prisoners at the 
Alameda County Jails. The news story revealed that the 
Alameda County Sheriff is dangerously misinformed about 
prisoners with HIV/AIDS. Sheriff Plummer called prisoners 
sub-human. He defended his employees’ actions (which 
included forcing an HIV+ prisoner into a laundry container) 


- by claiming that HIV can be spread through saliva. It’s _ 
frightening to think that this man actually directs a county 


jail system. 
The HIV in Prison Committee calls upon AIDS ‘eh 


ists, human rights groups and prisoner advocates to join 


them in demanding that the ae Board of Supervisors 
take measures to: 

1) put an end to cell extractions, Ee brutal practice of 
unleashing six heavily armed jail guards on prisoners who 
refuse to leave their cells; 

2) pass a eee calling for the pee o of Sheriff 
Plummer; 

-3) improve the substandard medical fa psychiatric care 
suffered by Alameda County prisoners, cepecally those gah 
HIV/AIDS; 

4) train all jail medical and custody staff repasi the care 
and treatment of people with HIV and AIDS; 

5) hold a full public hearing about all of these issues. 


New Governor, New Hope, New Attitudes 
by Christy Marie Camp, Valley State Prison 


Now is the time to review the life terms imposed on women — 


who have killed during domestic abuse over a decade ago and 
remain in prison. 


Over a decade ago, when a woman killed her partner during 
domestic abuse and was charged with murder, little could be 
done by her attorney to show the killing. was in self defense: 
to kill or be killed. 5 

Since then, public awareness continues to expand with the 

help of state and local agencies to inform and educate the 
public that domestic violenceis a national epidemic. 
The American Medical Association, battered women’s 
shelters, lawmakers in the Senate and Assembly, police 
officers, psychologists, lawyers and the media have all 
participated. 

The movement to address domestic violence by these 
agencies and their continued work to make alternatives 
available to women who find themselves in a violent relation- 
ship has accomplished a great deal. 

One thing that cannot be done by these agencies is to 
authorize review of the life terms imposed so long ago on 
women who did not have these community services. Altho 
the majority of these professionals support the reduction in 
sentences for these women, only the governor of our state has 
the authority to intervene on behalf of these women. 

Governors in 22 states have conceded that granting clem- 
ency is socially and morally correct. Over 150 women who 


were Serving time for killing or assaulting their abusers have 


been released because these governors felt these women had 
served cenouey time. : 





In 1992, a small number of women 


“The California Coalition for Battered Women in Prison”. 
The attorneys presented Governor Pete Wilson with indi- 
vidual, legally correct, clemency petitions that included the 
circumstances ofthe convictions. Governor Wilson held the 
fate of these women in his hands for 6 years. He did use his 
authority to render decisions on some of them but left the 
majority undecided. These petitions now remain with his 
successor, Gray Davis. | 


If you agree that Governor Gray Davis should review these 
cases still pending, please contact: State Capitol, Legal 
Affairs Division; attn. Tammy Bogart; State Capitol, 1st 
floor; Sacramento, CA 95814; 916-445-0873. 7 


You can write to Christy Marie Camp W-32687, Valley 
State Prison for Women, PO Box 92 B4-29-04L, Chowchilla, 
CA 93610 


CALL, FAX OR WRITE THE ALAMEDA 
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 
Alameda County Board of Supervisors: 1221 Oak 

Street, Suite 536, Oakland, CA, 94612, Supervisor Keith 
Carson, PH: 510-272-6695 FAX: 510-271-5151; Supervisor 
Wilma Chan, PH: 510-272-6693 FAX: 510-268-8004; 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, PH: 510-272-6691 FAX: 510- 
208-3910; Supervisor Mary King, PH: 510-272-6694 FAX: 
510-465-7628; Supervisor Gail Steele, PH: 510-272-6692 
FAX: 510-271-5115; Sheriff Charles Plummer: 1401 Lakeside 
Drive, 12th Floor, Oakland, CA, 94612, PH: 510 272-6878 
FAX: 510 208-9818. 


For more information contact: Judy Greenspan or 
Cynthia Skow. Voice/Fax: (510) 533-2590 Pager: (510) 
321-7697. Or check our website for updates: http:// 
www.prisons.org/hivin.htm 
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| prisoners (< (34) were 
helped by a group ofp pro ro bono awyers who titled themselves 








Orphans of the Prison Industrial Complex 


4:45 PM. The two little girls are dressed in their Sunday 
finest, not a hair out of place. They shine like their patent 
leather party shoes. But this is no party. The children are 
dressed up for a long-awaited visit with their mother, an 
inmate at the Women’s Federal Correctional Facility at 
Dublin, Ca. 

Visiting hours begin at 4:30 PM but it can take an hour or 
more to be processed, fill out the paper work, and pass 
inspection with the officer on duty. The procedure is often 
frustrating and humiliating. Even diaper bags are searched. 
One officer tried to prevent a child in a wheelchair:from 
visiting in his chair. “The stroller,” she called it, “can’t go 
in.” The ten year old boy could not walk or sit alone. His 
mother would have to carry him if the officer persisted in this 


unreasonable rule, and the rules are always changing. 
. CES rss es RS = i 
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There are seven million children in the US with a parentin 
prison, jail or otherwise caught up in the prison industrial 
complex. 80% of women in prison are mothers, 2/3 of the 
men are fathers. The emphasis on’ imprisonment to fight 
crime may be helping to create the next generation of 
prisoners. Research shows that children with a parent in 
prison are more likely to end up incarcerated. A recent study 
in California reported that among 1000 girls in detention in 
LA, San Diego, Alameda and Marin counties, 54% of their 
mothers and 46% of their fathers had been locked up. Since 
the 1940s all research has found that about half of incarcer- 
ated youth have a parent that was locked up. Race was not a 
factor. Similar findings have been reported wherever the 
issue was studied. 

Prisons are the accepted response to society’s ills. People 
don’t think of prisons as a problem. They think of them as a 
solution, and that’s the problem. There are 1.7 million 
people in US prisons. The majority of prisoners have a drug- 
related conviction or other economic-related charges. Im- 
prisonment is a wicked way to deal with poverty. Why not 
spend the billions that prisons cost on drug treatment pro- 
grams, etc.? Because mandatory sentencing laws passed in 
the 1980s require judges to put people in prison, even for 
possession, judges are merely courtroom facilitators. The 
government’s prison policys are insidious, especially for the 
children. | 


6 PM. One of the girls in the party dress plays with her 
mother. The younger sister hangs back, a little shy. Other 


visitors huddle around the vending machines, shouting — 


choices to khaki-clad women who must stand a few feet or- 
more back from the door. 

Most people do not see the criminal justice system from this 
side, but as crime plummets the prison population grows 
exponentially. At the present rate, when the baby straddling 
his father’s hip by the coke machine is an adult, 1 in 20 people 
in the US will be in prison. 1 in 20. How many people do you — 
know? 


